
Editorial

Geoarchaeology is a rel a tively young dis ci pline which
still keeps gain ing its own place within the ar chae o log i cal
sci ences. Due to its spe cific re search meth od ol ogy, geoar -
chae ol ogy can solve the dif fer ent sci en tific prob lems that
can not be ex plained by clas si cal ar chae ol ogy, com monly
sup ported by a lim ited num ber of re search meth ods only.
There fore, now a days al most ev ery sig nif i cant ar chae o log i -
cal pro ject is backed up by in ter dis ci plin ary geoarchaeolo-
gical and paleoenvironmental in ves ti ga tion.

Re searches at the con tact of en vi ron men tal sci ences and
ar chae ol ogy have be come grad u ally a stan dard in Egyp tian
ar chae ol ogy dur ing the last few years. The Pol ish-Egyp tian
ar chae o log i cal mis sion op er ated since many years in West
Sakkara (frag ment of the ex ten sive Memphite ne crop o lis)
and headed by Pro fes sor Karol Myœliwiec is a good ex am ple
of such ap proach.

The Memphite ne crop o lis oc cu pies a par tic u lar place in
the cul tural her i tage of the world. It is com posed of the most
im por tant ar chae o log i cal sites in clud ing Giza, Saqqara,
Abusir and Dahshur, among oth ers with im pres sive gi ant
tomb com plexes of the kings from the Old King dom pe riod (ca. 
4600–4100 yrs BP) and thou sands of unique pri vate tombs
con structed through out the long-last ing Egyp tian his tory.

The pres ent vol ume of Studia Quaternaria is fully ded i -
cated to in ter dis ci plin ary geoarchaeological and paleoen-

vironmental in ves ti ga tions that have been car ried mostly in
the Memphite ne crop o lis area. The pa pers are in par tic u lar
fo cused on the ar chae o log i cal site in Saqqara and pres ent
most re cent re sults of paleoclimatic, paleoenvironmental
and paleogeographical re searches with a strong geoarcha-
eological back ground for this area. This main sub ject is sup -
ple mented with pa pers that pres ent cli mate changes in the
Egyp tian West ern Desert (Nabta Playa) and the Ho lo cene
mys te ri ous en vi ron men tal trans for ma tion of north-east ern
Su dan (Bir Nurayet).

A col lec tion of pa pers pub lished in this vol ume of Studia
Quaternaria fol lows the achieve ments of the 2nd Geoar-
chaeological Con fer ence in War saw 'Memphite ne crop o lis
(Egypt) in the light of geoarchaeological and en vi ron men tal
re search', or ga nized on 7-8th De cem ber 2012 by Dr. Fa bian
Welc from the In sti tute of Ar chae ol ogy of the Car di nal Stefan 
Wyszyñski Uni ver sity in War saw with sup port of Pro fes sor
Leszek Marks and Dr. Jerzy Trzciñski from the Fac ulty of Ge -
ol ogy of the Uni ver sity of War saw. Dur ing this con fer ence as
many as 19 pa pers were pre sented by lead ing re search ers
from Po land, Aus tra lia, Czech Re pub lic, Ger many, Lat via
and the United King dom.
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