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NOT ONLY PSYCHOANL YSIS. SELECTED PROGRAMS OF RESEARCH COOPERATION 
BETWEEN HISTORY AND PSYCHOLOGY 

Summary 

The article presents and analyses - using selected examples - three types of relationships between 
history and psychology, which are currently functioning as methodological, ephistemological and orga­ 
nisational programs. In introduction some general controversial issue in the field are discussed. Among 
those a danger of abusing psychology in the interpretation of history is presented: the identifying or 
psychohistory with psychoanalitical tradition, whereas in reali ty the later constitutes only one version 
of the abovementioned discipline, and idiograhic-nomotetic question. 

The Author proposes three categories of scientific cooperation, which could put order in the 
relationship between history and psychology. They are: 

1. Psychological theory as theory of history. As an example of this approach psychgenic theory 
of history by L. De Mause is presented. 

2. Using historical material in psychological research. This approach is illustrated by M. E. Se­ 
ligman 's conception of "new psychohistory". 

3. Psychology as an auxiliary discipline of history. The following were chosen as examples: shared 
themes approach by R. J. Lifton; Group for the Use of Psychology in History; psychological history 
by J. Art et all., and psychological issues in interdisciplinary project "Archeology of Communism" by 
I. Rev and A. Rieber. 


