JOURNAL OF PLANT PROTECTION RESEARCH
Vol. 40, No. 1 2000

“In Memoriam”
Dr. Wojciech M. Demby

On October 24, 1999, dr. Wojciech M.Demby, the former deputy-director and a long-
term scientific worker of the Institute of Plant Protection, suddenly died at the age of 72.

He was born on March 3, 1927 in Lublin, but from the
yongest age his life was connected with in Poznan Region.

In 1947 he received his school-leaving certificate at the
Lyceum n.a. Henryk Sienkiewicz in Wrzeénia, and in 1951 —
the degree of M.Sc. of economy after graduation from the
Commercial Academy and Higher Economic School in
Poznan.

In 1957 he began working at the Institute of Plant Pro-
tection in Poznan, initialy as the head of the Investment De-
partment, and from the year 1958 as a deputy-director for
engineering and technical affairs.

In 1965, when his deteriorating health did not allow him
to fulfil his duty, he turned to a scientific work, holding the
position of the main economist of plant protection. At that time he began one of the first
studies in Poland concerning plant protection economy with a particular reference to ass-
essment of losses caused by agrophages. These studies had fructified his doctoral thesis
entitled “Economic and Law Bases of Plant Protection in Poland in 1945-1965”, which he
defended at the Law Department of the University n.a. Adam Mickiewicz in Poznan,

Onreceiving the degree of a doctor of law sciences, dr. W. M. Demby was employed as
a professor assistant and took over the direction of the Laboratory of Plant Protection
Economics and Informatics.

He continued his scientific activities, simultaneously undertaking studies on the
history of plant protection. He published many papers in this field, among others, those
concerning the history of plant protection in Poland in the oldest newspaper reports on pest
appearance on Polish lands. In 1969, at the IXth Scientific Session of the Plant Protection
Institute, he presented a joint report written together with Professor Wegorek under the title
“From Psalteries and Superstitions to Integration of Plant Protection Methods”.

However, economics of plant protection remained the main direction of the studies
conducted by dr. W.M. Demby. He also published numerous original papers representing
not only the current evaluation of agrophage-caused yield losses of the most crop plants in
Poland, but also profitability of plant protection treatments as well as directions of plant
protection modernization as a result of using economical thresholds and aspiration for
the development and dissemination of integrated plant protection programs.

He widely popularized that economic and modern approach to plant protection in many
articles and participating in trainings and meetings of different group of specialists.
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Nowadays, scientific works of dr. W.M.Demby are a very valuable source of informa-
tion on plant protection in Poland in the years 1965-1985.

In connection with his deteriorating health he passed to a disabililty payment, which
led to the ending of his work at the Institute on March 14, 1986.

Now he has passed away, but through his scientific works and contribution to the
development of the Institute of Plant Protection he will remain in our memory for ever.

Profesor dr. hab. Stefan Pruszynski
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