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Analysis of the transient thermal field in two conductors
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Abstract: This paper analyzes the transient thermal field in a system of two parallel
conductors. The skin and proximity effects are taken into account. An analytical method
based on Green’s function is developed to determine the field distributions. The Green’s
function was determined analytically, and due to the complex forms of the expressions
describing the current densities, the integrals resulting from the Green’s identity were
calculated numerically. In addition, important parameters determining the dynamics of the
conductors were also calculated: heating curves and thermal time constants. The influence
of selected material parameters on the corresponding thermal field distributions is examined.
The calculation results are positively verified using the finite element method.
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1. Introduction

The analysis of thermal fields in electrical conductors and wires typically focuses on steady-state
conditions, which are crucial to determining critical parameters such as the steady-state current
rating [1,2]. Transient temperature fields are studied much less frequently. However, they allow for
the determination of the dynamic properties of conductors and wires, for instance, under power-on
conditions, load changes, or short circuits. Knowledge of transient temperature distributions is
also essential when analyzing intermittent or periodic operation [3,4], where a conductor may be
overloaded with a current exceeding the steady-state current rating.

Transient thermal fields in wires and cables can be calculated using analytical methods,
numerical methods, their combinations, or methods based on thermoelectric analogy. Among
these, the numerical methods [5-9] are the most widely used. They enable the analysis of systems
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with complex geometries and take into account the heterogeneity and non-linearity of materials.
The finite element method (FEM) [5—7] dominates among the numerical methods, while the finite
difference method (FDM) [8, 9] is used less frequently. Another important group are methods
based on thermoelectric analogy [10—13]. In this approach, different layers of the wire or cable are
modeled using lumped like RC elements.

The last group of the aforementioned methods for calculating the unsteady thermal field in
conductors and wires consists of analytical methods. These methods mainly focus on solving the
partial heat conduction equation with appropriate boundary and initial conditions. Their main
advantage is the possibility of obtaining solutions in the form of analytical expressions, enabling
the determination of the field distribution at any point in the model. Additionally, they facilitate
the physical interpretation of results, the analysis of the influence of the parameters, and the
derivation of approximation and asymptotic dependencies [14, 15]. Analytical methods have been
used in transient state calculations in several studies [16—19]. In [16], an unsteady one-dimensional
thermal field was determined in a cylindrical wire, taking into account the skin effect. The variable
separation method was used to solve the appropriate mathematical model. In [17], the unsteady
thermal field was determined in a tubular busbar, taking into account its variable resistivity with
temperature. In this case, Green’s function was used for the calculations. In turn, in [18] the
unsteady thermal field was determined in the ACCR line, taking into account the influence of
the wind, using the method of separation of variables for calculations. In these studies [16-18],
a convective heat exchange with the surrounding environment was assumed on the external surface
of the model (third-kind boundary condition). In turn, in [19] the unsteady thermal field in the
cable was determined by assuming an adiabatic boundary condition (i.e., no heat exchange on the
external surface). This solution is correct for relatively short time intervals. In [19], the variable
separation method was used for the calculations.

The purpose of this article is to determine the unsteady thermal field in a system of two
parallel conductors placed close to each other, taking into account both the skin and proximity
effects [20-22]. Furthermore, in addition to determining the field distributions, other important
transient parameters, such as heating curves and thermal time constants, were also determined.
For this purpose, an analytical method based on the Green’s function was developed. The Green’s
functions were determined analytically, and due to the complex forms of the expressions describing
the current densities, the integrals resulting from the Green’s identity were calculated numerically.

2. Mathematical model of the system

The subject of the analysis is a system of two parallel conductors placed close to each other
(Fig. 1), separated by a distance d. It is assumed that both conductors have identical radii and
that their length is much greater than the transverse dimension, defined as the sum of twice the
diameter of the conductors and the distance between them. The system is assumed to be at ambient
temperature T and shielded from direct sunlight. The thermal field in the conductors is generated
by the flow of alternating current from the time # = 0 with the root-mean-square (RMS) values of 7,
and I, in the left and right conductors, respectively (Fig. 1). It is assumed that the conductors are
placed relatively close to each other so that the electromagnetic field of one conductor penetrates
the other and vice versa, inducing eddy currents in the conductors (proximity effect). With the
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above assumptions, the transient thermal field in the conductors will depend on time and, in the
cylindrical coordinate system adopted in the following, on two geometric coordinates (r — radial
coordinate, and ¢ — angular coordinate).

> d »

[ il

Fig. 1. A system of two identical conductors placed parallel to one other

To facilitate the solution of the mathematical model defined below, the temperature increase
relative to the ambient temperature Ty is defined as follows:

vi(rét) = T;(r¢t) — To, (D

where v;(r, ¢, t) denotes the temperature increase, Ty is the ambient temperature, i is the conductor
index and ¢ is the time.

The non-stationary temperature increase, considering the previously stated assumptions, is
described by the two-dimensional heat conduction equation [23,24] of the following form:

v, (r, ¢, t) 10v; (r, ¢,1) N 1 0vZ(r,¢.1) 1 ovi(r,g,0) _ gi(r.9)
or? Tr T o r2 d¢? P% ot - I
for 0<r<R, 0<¢<2m,t>0,i=1,2,

2

where: y = A/céd, A is the thermal conductivity of the conductor, ¢ is the specific heat, ¢ is the
density. The heat source term g;(r, ¢) in Eq. (2) depends on the current density in the conductors
and is defined as follows:

2
8i(r¢) = Witr $)F 3)
Y
where 7y is the electrical conductivity of the conductor.
The current densities J; (¥, ¢) in Eq. (3) include both the component resulting from the skin effect
and proximity effect. The following analysis uses the results from [25], which provide approximate
expressions for current densities in a system of two parallel conductors, as shown in Fig. 1:

L TR Iy(I'r) 2 (R\" I.(Tr)
M9 = 55 1R F LT Z( ) (—) TR o) )

for 0<r<R,0<¢<2n,
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[oe]

L TR IyITr) I FRZ(R)" L,(T'r)

D(rg) = = + =) T costne). 5)

7R2 2 I,(TR) ~ nR? I,-1(TR)
for 0<r<R,0<¢<2n,

where I = /27 f oy, po is the magnetic permeability, j = V-1 is the imaginary unit, f is the
frequency. The upper and lower signs in Eqgs. (4) and (5) correspond to the same and opposite
directions of current flow, respectively. The functions 7, (. . .) are the modified Bessel functions
of order n. The first terms in Eqs. (4) and (5) describe the current densities resulting from the skin
effect, while the second terms, expressed as series, correspond to the proximity effect components.
These expressions were derived in [25] based on the solution of Helmholtz’s equation [26], using
Maxwell’s classical equations and the magnetic vector potential.

The described mathematical model of the thermal field is supplemented with boundary and
initial conditions. It is assumed that the external surfaces of the conductors dissipate heat to
the surroundings according to Newton’s law [23,24]. This is expressed by the Hankel boundary
condition:

6v,-(r, R t)

h
=——= v;(R¢t), for 0<¢<2nm,t>0,i=1,2, (6)
or =R A

where £ is the heat transfer coefficient.
As previously assumed, the system of conductors is heated by current starting from time ¢ = 0.
This results in zero initial conditions with respect to the temperature increase.

vi(rgt =0)=0, for 0<r <R, 0<¢<2mt>0,i=1,2. 7

Equations (1)—(7) presented above form the mathematical model of the thermal field.

3. Green’s function

The mathematical model (1)—(7) defined in the previous section was solved using the Green’s
function [27,28]. The main advantage of the Green’s function is that it does not depend on forcing
(heat sources). Additionally, compared to the frequently used state superposition method [23],
it is not necessary to determine the steady and transient components separately. Moreover, the
solutions obtained using the Green’s function are in integral form and are usually characterized by
high convergence. In the analyzed system (for a single conductor), the boundary-initial problem
for Green’s function (G = G(r,¢,t;0,0,17)) is formulated as follows:

9*G 140G 198G* 108G 1
bt o = —§(r - -0)(r - 8
a2 Trar T 952y on o (r=p)(¢—0)(t—n), 8

for 0<r, p<R,0<¢, 0<2n,t2>1,

oG h

—_— =——[G]|,g, for 0<¢@, 6 <2m,t2>n, 9)
or |,._g A
G=0, for t<n, (10)
G(r9¢st;p39977):G(p90’_n;rs¢s_t)’ (11)
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where the right-hand side of Eq. (8) is the product of the shifted Dirac impulses (in space with
respect to p, 6 and in time with respect to ). In the considered system, the unsteady temperature
increase, using the Green’s function can be expressed by the following integral relation:

R 2n 1t

virgn=% / / / 21(p.0)G (6, 1: p. 0. 1) pdpdadn, (12)
0O 0 O

for 0<r<R, 0<¢<2x, t>0, t>0,i=1,2,

where g;(p, 6) is described by the relationship (3) (after replacing p — r, 8 — ¢). The integral
relation (12) given above results from the application of the second Green’s identity to the
corresponding components of the previously defined problems (1)—(7) and (8)—(11) as well as
the use of the properties of the Green’s function and Dirac’s delta. The condition for determining
the solution based on (12) is knowledge of the Green’s function G(...). To obtain it, a method of
solving two simpler (e.g., homogeneous) problems can be used [28], in which one of them was
solved using the Green’s function. Then, by utilizing an appropriate comparison, it is possible
to determine the Green’s function. For this purpose, a homogeneous problem for the function
O(r, ¢, t) is defined below and then solved using two methods.

9’0 (r,¢,1) L 109(r.¢,1) 100%(r,¢,1) 130 (r,¢,1) _

0, 13
or? r or TR d¢? X ot (13)
for 0<r<R, 0<¢<2r, >0,
00(r, ¢, t h

(5_r¢ )| r=R =—/—1®(R¢t), for 0<¢@<2m,1t>0 (14)
O(r,¢,t=0)=F(r,¢), for 0<r<R, 0<¢<2nm, (15)

where F(r, o) is an arbitrary distribution of the initial condition.

In the first step, the problem (13)—(15) was solved using the method of separation of
variables [23,24]. By applying this method and eliminating non-physical solutions, the general
solution to (13)—(15) was obtained in the form:

O(r,¢,t) = i i I (amn%) - (Byn cos(me) + Cpyp sin(me)) e_a'z""ﬁt, (16)

m=0 n=1

for 0<r<R, 0<¢p<2r, >0,

where J,,,(. . .) are Bessel functions of the first kind of order m, B,,,,,, C;,,, are unknown coefficients
and a,,, are eigenvalues. Subsequently, the eigenvalues «,,,,, were determined from the eigenvalue
equation, which was obtained by substituting (16) into the boundary condition (14).

Rh
P o (o) — o (@) =0, (17)

mn mn

Jm+1 (amn) -

where a;,, is numerically computed from Eq. (17) above.
The unknown coefficients B,,,, and C,,,, in (16) were determined using the initial condition
(15). For this purpose, (16) was substituted into (15) and obtained:

i i I (amn%) - (B cos(me) + Cppy sin(mep)) = F(r, @). (18)

m=0 n=1
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The relationship (18) was successively multiplied by rJi(ax;r/R)cos(ky) and by
rdx(axir/R) sin(ky), and the resulting expressions were integrated with respect to the radial
coordinate in the interval (0, R) and the angular coordinate in the interval (0.27). As a result of
these operations, and after using the orthogonality of the Bessel and trigonometric functions in the
appropriate intervals, the coefficients B,,;, and C,,, were obtained.

R 2n

2/ / rF (r,$)Jm (amn%)cos (m¢)drde
0 0

"= nR? (Jrzn (¥mn) = Im=1 (@mn) a1 (Q'mn)) ' 19
R 2m
/ / rF (r,$)Jo (aon%) drd¢
Bon = : (20)
7R (72 (a0n) +J3 (eon))
R 2n
r .
2/ / rF (r,®)Jm (am"E) sin (m¢) drd¢
Conn = —— @D

nR? (J,%1 (@mn) = Jm=1 (@mn) Ime1 (amn)) .

The coefficient By, in (20) was determined separately. Its value is two times smaller than B,,,
for m = 0. In the following analysis, the separate notation for this component was omitted, showing
only the corresponding modification at m = 0. In the next step of the solution, the variables under
the integrals in (19)—(21) were changed, i.e., r — p, ¢ — 6, and then the modified (19)-(21)
were substituted into the general solution (16). The obtained solution was compared with the
general solution of the same problem in (13)—(15) and expressed using the Green’s function. This
solution depends only on the initial condition F(r, ¢) and has a similar form to (12) [28]. Finally,
after appropriate comparison of the solutions under the integrals and also taking into account that
t — t —n [28], the desired Green’s function was obtained.

G(r,o,t;p,0,n) = ) (22)

cos[m(g — )]z =)

A
i Z Z m \@mn 5 m \@mn
nR? 0 T (@mn) = Tn-1 (@mn) Tims1 (@n)

m=
for 0<r, p<R,0<¢g, 0<2m t201,

n=1
where, for the component m = 0, the right-hand side of Eq. (22) should be divided by 2.

4. Unsteady thermal field of conductors and their thermal parameters

The unsteady thermal field of the conductors was determined based on Eq. (12). For this
purpose, Green’s functions (22) were substituted into (12). After taking into account the definition
of the increment (1) and analytically calculating the integral with respect to time, the unsteady
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temperature distributions in the conductors were obtained.

R 2n
2 00 00 2 xt
T"(“”’”:TMHZZ/ / Donni(p,6) (1= &~ ) pdpde, (23)
m:0n=10 0
for 0<r<R, 0<¢<2m, t>0, i=12,

where
-]m (amn%) 'Jm (a'mn )gl(p,g) cos[m(¢ 0)]
a'i%m (]%1 (amn) - Jm—l (amn) Jm+1 (a'mn))

and g;(p, 8) was determined using the relationship (3), after replacing p — r, § — ¢, and the
right side of (23) for m = 0 should be divided by 2. Due to the complicated form of the heat sources
gi(r, ¢) (which include modules of current density), an analytical calculation of the integrals in
Eq. (23) is practically impossible.

From Eq. (23) given above, for t — oo, it was possible to obtain the stationary temperature
distributions in the conductors which, among other things, were useful in calculating the steady-state
current rating.

Dmni (P’ 9) = s (24)

R 2m
2 (o) (o]
T ) =To+ = D> / [ Panito.0)pdp00. 5)
m=0n=10 0
for 0<r<R, 0K<K 2, t>0, i=1,2,

where for the term m = 0, the previously mentioned modification should be considered.

An important thermal parameter of conductors that determines the dynamics of the thermal
field is the thermal time constant. It enables, among other things, the estimation of the duration of
the transient state. In order to determine it, the well-known criterion of the averaged time constant
was used [29, 30].

o)

(r, ) = T; (r,¢,t) =T; (r,¢p,t = )
e _/n(ra¢’l:0)—7}(r,¢,t—>oo)

(26)

for 0<r<R, 0<¢<2x i=1,2.

After substituting (23) into Eq. (26), calculating the integral with respect to time and after
appropriate simplification, the thermal time constants of the conductors were obtained.

iz/R/ mm(r¢) pdpdd

2 m=0 n= 10

8

=

T (I", ¢) = s (27)

2

/ D i (r’ ¢) pdpd@
0

x|
e
Ms

1]
—_

n

for0 <r < R,0 < ¢ <2, and for m = 0 the appropriate modification should be applied.
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5. Computational examples

Thermal field distributions (including eigenvalues) and thermal parameters were calculated
using Mathematica software [31]. As a computational example, a system of two identical copper
conductors with opposing current flow directions was considered. The following data were assumed:

360 W
R = 0009772 m, /l = W’ 11 - 12 — 53265 A, TO — ZOOC,
107 S 400 J
v =5.28262- —, = § = 8700 kg/m’, (28)

kgK’
f=50Hz, puo=4r-10"7 H/m, h=6W/m’K, d=0.05m.

The calculated results of the unsteady thermal field in the conductors and the appropriate
parameters are presented graphically. Figure 2 shows two-dimensional field distributions in both
conductors at the times: £ =1 000 s, 7 =2 000 s, t =3 000 s and r — oo (steady state). Figure 3
shows the heating curves obtained from Eq. (23) on the perimeter of the conductor at ¢ = 7/2,
located on the left side of Fig. 1. In addition, for comparison purposes, the heating curve with
respect to direct current, i.e., without taking into account the skin and proximity effect, was also
plotted in Fig. 3. The discussed heating curve was also obtained from Eq. (23), in which the
efficiency of the heat sources (3) was defined as g, = Iy/ nR? (where the direct current Iy was
assumed to be equal to the rms value of the AC current given in the data set (28)). An important
aspect is the discussion of the impact of the heat transfer coefficient on the thermal field distribution.
Its value is generally difficult to estimate due to the varying cooling conditions and arrangement of
the conductor. Therefore, Figure 4 presents the heating curves for the same conductor (and the same
point as above), but for the different heat transfer coefficients. The aforementioned heating curves
were plotted using the same current load, given in the data set (28). Subsequently, the thermal time
constants of the conductors were determined using Eq. (27). Due to the high thermal conductivity
of copper, the time constants practically do not depend on the geometric coordinates and are the
same for both conductors. For the data set (28), the thermal constant is 7(r, ¢) ~ 7 = 2834 s.
Additionally, calculations showed that the thermal time constants are independent of the heat
sources g, (r, ¢) and have the same values for both direct and alternating current loading of the
conductors. However, the thermal time constant significantly depends on the cooling conditions
(i.e., the heat transfer coefficient). Therefore, Fig. 5 illustrates its dependence as a function of the
heat transfer coefficient on the conductor perimeter for ¢ = 7/2, located on the left side of Fig. 1.

In order to verify the correctness of the developed formulas (23) for I = 1,2 describing the
transient thermal field in the conductors, the boundary-initial value problem (1)—(7) was solved
again. This was carried out using the finite element method (FEM) [32]. The analytical approach
developed in this paper and the FEM represent completely different solution methods. In the FEM
analysis, the COMSOL Multiphysics software [33] was used. The discrepancy between the results
was evaluated using the following relationship:

6(rgt) =Ta(rét) —Tn (rét), (29)

where T (r, ¢, t) is the temperature distribution obtained using the analytical method (calculated
in Mathematica program), and T (r, ¢, t) is the temperature distribution obtained using the finite



Vol. 74 (2025) Analysis of the transient thermal field in two conductors

803

I

34.8656  34.866 sase67 348671 1(°C)

| RN

453117 453123 453133 453139 T(°()

(b)

52,652 52.653 52.654 s2655 1(°C)

69.999 70 70.002 70.003 T("C)

(@)

Fig. 2. Temperature field distributions in the conductors at times: (a) ¢+ = 1000 s; (b) ¢

(c)t=3000s; (d) t — oo (steady state)
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element method. Figure 6 shows the relation (29) at the perimeter of the conductor for ¢ = 7/2,
located on the left side of Fig. 1. At other points of both conductors, the differences (29) are
almost identical to those shown in Fig. 6. Moreover, both methods yield two-dimensional field
distributions of identical shapes.

Temperature (°C)

20

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000
Time (s)

Fig. 3. Heating curves for alternating current Txc and direct current Tpc at the perimeter of conductor 2,
at the point ¢ = 7/2, with current I1 = I, = 532.65 A

70 a=6 Wm’K

a=7 Wm’K.

60 -
a=8 W/m'K

a=9 W/m’K

50 -

Temperature (°C)

40+

30-

20 v
0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000

Time (s)

Fig. 4. Heating curves at the perimeter of conductor 2 at ¢ = 7/2, for selected values of the heat transfer
coeflicient, with current /1 = I, = 532.65 A



Vol. 74 (2025) Analysis of the transient thermal field in two conductors 805

2500

2000

Thermal time constant (s)

1500 -
6 7 8 9 10 1" 12
Coefficient heat transfer (W/m?K)

Fig. 5. Dependence of the time constant on the heat transfer coefficient £, at the perimeter of conductor 2 at
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Fig. 6. Temperature differences (27) at the perimeter of conductor 2 at ¢ = 7/2 between the results obtained
using the analytical method developed in the article and the finite element method (FEM)

6. Conclusions

This article examines the transient thermal field in a system of two parallel conductors, taking
into account the skin and proximity effects. On the basis of analysis, the following conclusions can
be drawn:

— The analysis of the two-dimensional temperature distributions in the conductors Figs. 2(a)-2(d)
shows that the temperature distributions are symmetrical with respect to the vertical axis
between the conductors. This symmetry holds for identical current loading, regardless of
whether the current flows in the same or opposite directions. All of the above figures show
that the temperature maxima in the conductors are shifted from the center of the conductors



806 M. Zareba Arch. Elect. Eng.

towards their outer surfaces. Furthermore, from Figs. 2(a)-2(d) it can be observed that, as time
increases, the temperature maximum in the conductors shifts more towards their center. The
reason for this is the uneven distribution of current density (4)—(5) resulting from the proximity
and skin effect, as well as the influence of the boundary condition. The small temperature
differences observed in Figs. 2(a)-2(d) are caused by the high thermal conductivity of copper.
— Considering the influence of the skin and proximity effects, the heating curve for alternating
current rises to a higher temperature than that for direct current (Fig. 3). At the end of the un-
steady state ( = 12 000 s), the temperature difference between the heating curves mentioned
above is approximately 1.38°C. This is physically due to the higher electrical resistance of the
conductor for alternating current, which leads to increased heat generation and consequently
to a higher temperature of the conductor. Since the thermal time constant is independent

of heat sources, both heating curves are characterized by the same rate of increase.
— Changes in the heat transfer coefficient significantly affect the thermal parameters of the

conductors (Fig. 4 and Fig. 5). An increase in this coeflicient, for example, due to improved
cooling conditions, results in a lower conductor temperature (Fig. 4) and simultaneously

shortens the duration of the transient state (Fig. 5).

— The thermal time constant of the conductors is independent of the heat sources (forcing).
This conclusion is also confirmed by the electrical time constants of the RC and RL circuits,
in which the time constants also do not depend on the excitation. In the analyzed system,
using data set (28), the estimated duration of the transient state can be approximated as
471 = 11 336 s. Determining this duration is particularly important in the case of intermittent
and periodic operation.

— The defined temperature differences (29) between the heating curves calculated by the
analytical method and the finite element method do not exceed 0.34°C. Slightly smaller

discrepancies are observed at the beginning and end of the transient duration.
— In future research, the method presented in this paper will be applied to the analysis

of more complex systems, such as insulated conductors. This will make it possible to
investigate, among other things, the impact of the skin effect and proximity effect on a key
parameter of insulated conductors — their steady-state current rating. In the analysis of the
above-mentioned system, it will be necessary to include additional boundary conditions
related to the continuity of temperature and heat flux at the interfaces between regions.
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