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Abstract



seems to be that Muslim traders, and perhaps a few settlers, did indeed begin 

The History of Pate The
East African Coast; Select Documents

History of Lamu states 

somo (to read) in both Alur and Luo 



Latin Greek
man and sulphur from 
Syriac Sanskrit

katani), ink 
(dawati), kettle (ibriga) and gold (dhahabu

market
kasugu in Hausa kasuwa, in 

Kotoko gás gbí

mallam
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administration; politics 1396

dholuo siasa politics
madi Bla sÐ Ð politics; manipulation, trick or 

persuasive charm; inveigle
swahili J siasa n. / adv. oderliness, gentleness, politics

ca moment; hour; watch 1398

acooli Cra
   Mu

watch; hour
clock; hour; interval (of time); time; 
watch

anywa Reh watch; time
bari Mu saa, salan clock; hour; time (of the day); watch
dholuo sa hour
gikuyu Ben thaa clock, watch; hour
lingala Ev watch



lotuxo Mu asaa
nasaa

clock; hour
interval (of time)
time (of the day); watch

luganda Sno hour; watch; clock; time of day (via 
Swahili)

madi Bla time; hour; period; clock, watch; hour 
(used in telling time, when Arabic 
numerals are used)

pokot Cra watch, hour, time (via Swahili)
swahili J saa time

market
/ marché
market marché

1402

acooli Cra
  Mu

market

bari    Mu suk market
gikuyu Ben thoko market, market-place (via Swahili)
pokot Cra t market (via Swahili)
madi Bla market (via Swahili)
swahili J soko market

, pl. kutub book 2396

acooli Cra book
dholuo kitabu, kitape book
gikuyu Ben tabu book; pamphlet, exercise- or notebook, 

 (via Swahili)
luganda Sno kìtabo book (via Swahili)
madi Bla kÐ Ö book (via Swahili)
swahili J kitabu book

 ( ) linen 2401

gikuyu Ben gatani  (via Swahili)
swahili J katani

mkatani sisal (Agave sisalana)
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2.1. Phonemes

t thabiti t thelathini
(< t t theluji (< t talj -thubutu
(< t

k habari (< kabar hofu / hawafu
(< kauf husuma (< ku ma

d dhahabu (<dahab dhikiri (< dikr)
dhiraa (< d c

… ghali …
ghera (< …ayra  (< …afr

t k d …



Œ

dubu (< dubb hata (< Œ Rok (< rukk
budi (< budd mwadhini (< mu’addin)

hari (< Œarr hasa k hati (< kaƒƒ)
hadhi

Œa„„  (< daff haki (< Œaqq)
mdeki (< midakk ila (< umati ’umma

ina (< ’inna bawabu (< ubaini
bayyin
Allah, hatta, henna, Sunni, umma

as sháuri

šaix

dola / daulati daula
robo (< rubc soko (< 

’ujra > ujira  > ruya
> sawa ’a

ha-
ma’rab

> maarubu ma’kal > maakuli  > maamuna / 
mahamuna  > 
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 > jabal jabali
sabab > sababu

 > taji k  > hatima mait > maiti

t taman > thamani matalan > mathalan ‘for 
mit  > mithali7 Œad t ‘Hadith, traditions about 

hadithi
t

/s/ tumn > sumni t  > saumu
 > jaha najis > najisi Œ

> haji
masjid > msikiti

Œ Œukm > hukumu ’iŒ  > ihramu ‘garments of the 
lauŒ laha

k kabar > habari mak  > mahluki / mahluku ‘human 
k > k/

mukta ar > muhtasari / mutasari
/k mak  > maksai / mahsai

dars darasa
macdin > madini racd > radi

d dikr > dhikiri ’ad  > adha
d d  only in 

d d  > bilingani d/
jud  > jethamu / jedhamu

 ‘means 
marham > marhamu / marahamu  > 

…a ragai/laghai
 > Œ  > 

k  > caj  > 
) > samawati nasab > 

nasaba  > wasiwasi
 > shemali rušwa > rushwa

jaiš > jeshi

7  Johnson gives also methali, , , midhali, misili,
meskiti and kombora we 

Œ al-
kair > sabalkheri ruksa > ruhusa, ruksa kuƒba > hutuba,

 khutuba kabar > habari,  khabari
nguruwe  seems for me to have 



adaqa > sadaka ku  > husuma
naq  > nakisi

‚ ‚am n > dhamini ‚in > kadhi
far‚ > faradhi / faridhi

ƒ ƒibb > tiba ’aƒlas > atlasi ƒ > sirati ‘way, 

„ „ulm > dhulumu man„ar > mandhari
wac„ > waadhi

c  > idadi ca > saa rubc > robo
ca

ha- car s harusi

racd > radi
bacda > baada bac‚ > baadhi dac  > 

daawa /c/ dacib ‘joking, 
daba duc dua dufca > defa

… …ara‚ > gharadhi ma…rib > magharibi / 
mangharibi a…lab aghalabu / aghlabu

 > fasiki  > Œarf > 

qabr > kaburi nuqƒa > nukta Œaqq haki

kalima > kalima baraka > baraka šakk > 
shaka

laun > launi jumla > jumla raƒl > ratli / ratili ‘a 

mi’a > mia ’amr > amri qalam
> kalamu

n ya > nia  > janaba ‘major (religious) 
qarn > karini / karne / karni  in front of b

minbar > mimbari
haram > haram  > shahada

wajh > wajihi
 > wajibu  > jawabu

naŒw > nahau
yabis > yabisi / yabis ;  > kiyama

ra’y > rai

2.2. Syllable structure
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u or o t, n, l r, i, or e is 
adabu ’adab wakati

waqt imani ’ jahili

st, lt, lf, or ks, kr, kt)

i bikira
bikr hitilafu ’ik

bahari (< baŒr Œ
ibilisi (< 

2.4. Stress

núsura

3.1. Arabic article

alasir  (< ca r alfajir  (< alhaji (< Œ
Alhamdulillahi! (< al-Œ Alhamis  (< k )

3.2. Adverbs

abadan
(<’abadan afadhali ’af‚al aghalabu / aghlabu



(<’a…lab baada (< bacda bado bacdun
dahari dahr daima

dike / tike (< bi-diqqa fauka / foko (< fauqa)
ghafula …afla hadhara

Œa‚ra halafu kalfu hasa k
hobelahobela kabal hususa

ku an kadha wa kadha ka-d d  ‘so 
kadhalika ka-d labda

(< nusura salimini
sal m sana sawia saw ya

tasihili tash l wahedu Œid

mahari
mahr

mak mik marijani
 mansuli Œ misŒ  majuni

mac

magharibi ma…rib mashariki mašriq maskini
(< majununi

barua barwa dawa jinsi
jins daraja daraja

safari safar saa ca sahani
(< aŒn sabuni

kitabu vitabu (< 

na a of relationship and n

ama ama
au ’au bali bal ila ili
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c kama kusudi
qa ada lakini

wala

3.5. Numerals
sita saba tisa

mia elfu)

3.6. Prepositions

bila
hata Œ

3.7. Verbs and verbal nouns

abudu cabada), ibada c hasibu
Œasaba), hesabu Œ amini

’amina), imani ’
)

> hasidi / husudu
Œasada) > uhasidi / husuda

3.8. 

mtu hodari ‘a 
mti hodari watu tele maji tele

 ‘a straightforward 
maneno haba

u-hodari
u u-kamili   

(u-)haba tele



4. Semantic analysis

: hewa (< nuru (< n r Thurea (< t )
ardhi (< ar‚  (<  (< 

c hudhud (< hudhud
: jamala (< raha (< Œa) ‘rest, 

barasi (< bara haraka Œaraka
sahani (< aŒn juba (< jubba hema (< kaima

: bayana (< rehema (< raŒma)
muhali (< muŒal duni (< d n

maana (< mac jarida
hekaya (< Œ Jahim (< jaŒim

: ajali ajal dhuria (< d )
taa (< ƒ  ca

: asili (< a l tuhuma (< )
alamu (< calam daftari (< daftar ala (< )

badala (< badal himila (< Œiml
: jinsi / jinsi (< jins sudusu (< suds, sudus

mahali (< maŒall saa (< ca
:  (< ) ‘in the name of 

mathalan (< matalan au au

ca saa
sâ (sáa) sáà

mali madi
oshimaliwa mari ‘money (cash imali

qahwa kahawa káwa
> Sango káwà

qarƒas karatasi
kàrtacì

k f ya kòfíà
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kama Kama
mpishi akipata samaki asinunue nyama

Kama jua lingetoka mihindi ingepona
Kama nyama haipatikani, nunua samaki

kama is only vestiges of 

A First Ethnolinguistic Comparison of Arabic Loanwords Common 
to Hausa and Swahili AION, XXXXVIII

MARIAMA

Cinquième Colloque de Linguistique Nilo-

Actes / Proceedings
Lingua Posnaniensis

Dictionnaire des emprunts arabes dans les langues de l’Afrique de l’Ouest et 
en swahili

Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics

colloque international du Réseau Méga-Tchad

Lingua Posnaniensis
Kikuyu-English Dictionary

Madi-English Dictionary

Phonologies of Asia and 
Africa



A Study of the Acooli Language. Grammar and 
Vocabulary

A Study of the Pokot (Suk) Language. Grammar and Vocabulary

A basic English-Shona dictionary

A History of East and Central Africa to the Late Nineteenth Century

Dictionnaire lingala-français, suivi d’une grammaire lingala.

Dictionnaire lingála-français et français-lingála

The East African Coast. Select Documents from the 

A Glossary in English, Kiswahili, Kikuyu and Dholuo

Standard Shona Dictionary
A Standard Swahili-English Dictionary

Dictionnaire arabe tchadien-français suivi d’un index 
français-arabe et d’un index des racines arabes

A Dictionary of Nigerian Arabic (

African Mosaic. A Festschrift for J.A. Mosaic
Words of Oriental Origin in Swahili

Eastern African History (
University Papers on Africa

Swahili and Sabaki: A Linguistic History

Swahili Language Handbook

Anywa-English and English-Anywa dictionary (Nilo-Saharan Linguistic Analyses 
and Documentation,

Dictionnaire swahili-français
Luganda-English Dictionary
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and African Studies

African Studies
A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic

L’Arabe dans le bassin du Tchad. Le 
parler des Ulâd Eli


